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As April 2015 began, it saw us with our 
heads down, digging into the detailed 
and difficult work that would become 
our submission to National Energy 
Board’s review of Kinder Morgan’s pro-
posed pipeline and tanker project. The 
review process was flawed and ques-
tionable, yet having your voice—the 
local voice—heard by the regulator, as 
it contemplated its recommendations 
on a project that could so negatively 
impact our region, was crucial. 

At the same time, we found ourselves 
working at the local level with our green 
boating initiatives. We were partnering 
with businesses around the region 
to improve the health of our waters 
through practical solutions for boaters 
and marinas that protect marine life—
and we’ve seen the impact of this work 
grow. There was a 31 per cent increase in 
the number of Clean Marine BC-certified 
facilities this past year alone. 

We were also focused on our ongoing 
efforts to build a new way to plan and 
manage our waterfronts, developing a 
collaborative model with local expertise 
that we hope to bring to other commu-
nities in the region in the years to come. 

The work of Georgia Strait Alliance has 
always been focused on the local story 
and uniting community in efforts to 
protect our waters, but in the past we 
also spent a great deal of time ensur-
ing your voices were heard by Ottawa 
and by those decision makers with the 
ability to impact our region. However, 
this important role was muted by the 
previous government, which deemed 
our work—and your voice—to not be in 
the national interest, and the doors to 
collaboration were closed, and locked. 

Those doors reopened in the fall of 2015, 
and we are now re-learning how to en-
gage with a government that can play an 
integral role in ensuring our waters and 
communities are healthy and prosper-
ous—and we are wholeheartedly taking 
advantage of this new landscape. 

Of course, the possibilities that come 
with a newly open government do not 
mean that we can sit back; we must 
continue to work hard to ensure your in-
terests are heard. Decades of experience 
has taught us that vigilance and ongoing 

pressure are key to closing the gap 
between Ottawa and the West Coast. 

Be assured that we’re committed to 
this effort in the months to come. 

In addition to the changes in 
Ottawa, this past year has also 
been filled with hope because of 
all the success we’ve achieved, 

thanks to your ongoing and commit-
ted support. In these pages, you’ll 
read about our great strides forward 
in understanding and being able to 
measure the health of Vancouver’s 
waterfront, leading to an improved 
interface between land and sea; about 
our initiatives like the Vancouver Fes-
tival of Ocean Films that are engaging 
new stewards to protect the Strait; and 
about the important research and re-
sources we’ve created to show the risk 
and impacts of an oil spill in the Salish 
Sea, and which are helping to improve 
spill response legislation in BC.   

We have an incredible team at Georgia 
Strait Alliance, and have significant 
accomplishments under our belts this 
year. Please enjoy reading everything 
that was made possible because of your 
investment in Georgia Strait Alliance. 

We are proud to be your voice in pro-
tecting these waters that we call home. 
And we’re delighted that you have 
helped make our work so successful 
and meaningful. 

Thank you!

Christianne Wilhelmson

What a difference a year makes

We are proud to be your 
voice in protecting these 
waters that we call home
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Elected September 2015

Rachel S. Forbes*, Vancouver—President 
Jen Farr, Vancouver—Treasurer 
Kathy Fletcher*, Seattle / Vancouver—Secretary 
Paula Brent, Vancouver (as of March 2016) 
Lesli Boldt*, Vancouver 
Ken Coach*, Vancouver 
Karen Cooling, Ladysmith
Marisa Cruickshank, Vancouver 
Leslie Hoffman, Vancouver 
Dave Macdonald, Vancouver (until September 2015) 
Ginnie Mathers, Vancouver (until September 2015) 
Jacqueline McGuire* (on leave) 
Susan Miller, Victoria (until February 2016) 
Melinda Skeels*, Vancouver 
Kate Storey, Vancouver 
* term in office runs through Fall 2016

ADVISORY COUNCIL
John Cashore, Coquitlam 
Dr. Larry Dill, Victoria 
Dr. Robert Elner, Delta 
Chief Robert Joseph, North Vancouver / Hopetown 
Dr. Donald McQueen, Nanaimo 
Suzanne Siemens, North Vancouver 
Douglas White III, Kwalasultan, Snuneymuxw / Nanaimo

STAFF  March 2015 - March 2016

Christianne Wilhelmson, Executive Director
Cathy Booler, Administrative Director
Michelle Young, Financial Coordinator / Clean Marine  
                                     BC Program Coordinator
Rebecca Adams, Graphics and Web Development
Cheryl Onciul, Development Manager: Grants & Major Gifts
Alexandra Woodsworth, Energy Campaigner
Michelle Gaudry, Waterfront Initiative Lead (until July 
2015)
Dan Straker, Waterfront Initiative Lead (as of October 
2015)
Anita Noon, Member Services (as of October 2015)

CONTRACTORS
Karen Gordon, Research and writing
Allison Murray, Communications
Ted Leather, Webmaster / Technical Support
Laurie MacBride & Alan Wilson, Publications
Pat Nordin, Office cleaning services
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CLEAN MARINE BC
During this year, the Clean Marine certification program 
celebrated its 20th year in Canada. At the National Clean 
Marine Conference in Ontario, we presented the BC regional 
award to the False Creek Harbour Authority in recognition 
of this facility being the first—and the only—one in the 
province to achieve a 5-anchor rating; the highest possible 
in the Clean Marine BC program. 

Across the province, the program continues to expand, with 
a growing number of facilities achieving certification and 
entering to enroll in the eco-certification process. The pro-
gram encourages environmental best practices at marinas, 
yacht clubs, boatyards and harbour authorities in order to 
lessen the impact of recreational boating on marine life.

OVER THE PAST YEAR, WE HAVE:
• Earned the President’s Award from the Environmental 

Managers Association of BC for our program’s role in safe-
guarding the marine environment and cruising waters. 
This is a prestigious award that recognizes superior envi-
ronmental stewardship by an individual or organization in 
the community.

• Expanded the number of Clean Marine BC-certified 
members by 50 per cent. Currently, there are 42 marinas, 
yacht clubs, wharves and boatyards that are certified and/
or enrolled in the program.

• Certified five new facilities: Cedar Grove Marina, 
Ladysmith Maritime Society Marina, Quayside Marina, 
Vancouver Marina, and the West Vancouver Yacht Club’s 
Fisherman’s Cove. This brings the total to 21, which is 31 
per cent more than last fiscal year.

• Continued our membership in the Pacific Oil Spill 
Prevention Education Team (POSPET), a working group of 
the Pacific States - British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force. 
POSPET has a mandate to certify environmentally sound 
marinas and clean harbour authorities, and to collaborate 
on industry best practices and small fuel spill prevention.

• Advocated for a solution to abandoned and derelict 
vessels that threaten our coast, and we’ve seen progress! 
All levels of government across the party lines are working 
towards a comprehensive plan to deal with abandoned 
vessels, and Georgia Strait Alliance will continue to ensure 
that happens.
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Certification of West Vancouver Yacht Club. Photo: Gary Wildman

We spoke out for action at Ladysmith’s 
‘Concern for Our Harbour Rally’ and 

helped to ensure the removal 
of the derelict vessel Viki Lyne II
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http://georgiastrait.org/work/cleanmarinebc/
http://georgiastrait.org/work/cleanmarinebc/marinas/
http://georgiastrait.org/work/cleanmarinebc/marinas/


WATERFRONT INITIATIVE
In 2015, the Waterfront Initiative continued to build the 
groundwork necessary to advance the facilitation of cross-sec-
tor collaboration, targeted research, and integrated planning 
in order to protect and improve the Vancouver waterfront.

OVER THE PAST YEAR, WE HAVE:
• Increased the Waterfront Network by 20 per cent year-

over-year to more than 200 individuals from 60+ organiza-
tions. There has also been growth in the network in pre-
viously under-represented sectors from local government 
and academia, which means we are strengthening the 
diversity of voices and unlocking new ideas and resources 
to affect change.

• Hosted three stakeholder forums that brought togeth-
er representatives from varying levels of government 
(including First Nations), the industrial and commercial 
sectors, as well as environmental groups and civil society. 
Areas discussed include identifying the issues facing the 
waterfront, how the work of partner organizations would 
continue, and what indicators are most meaningful to 
measure the health of the waterfront from social, econom-
ic, and environmental perspectives.

• Published the ‘Comprehensive Assessment of Data 
Reflecting Vancouver’s Waterfront’ report, which outlines 
quantifiable markers that express the overall health of 
Vancouver’s waterfront in relationship to transportation, 
access to nature, living and working on the waterfront, 

and the diversity and abundance of ecosystems. These 
areas and the tools to measure them were identified 
in consultation with stakeholders and through careful 
reviews of relevant management plans. This information 
will be used to create a ‘State of the Waterfront’ report in 
early 2017, which will become a crucial resource to guide 
planning and decision making in the future.

• Celebrated our third annual Water’s Edge Day, which 
had a 30 per cent increase in attendance. In partnership 
with the Vancouver Maritime Museum, more than 1200 
people gathered at the shoreline for fun, free, fami-
ly-friendly activities, including First Nations canoe tours, 
kayaking, harbour tours, bird walks, children’s activities 
and art workshops.
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More than 1200 people gathered 
at the shoreline for Water’s Edge Day 
to celebrate Vancouver’s waterfront

photo: Vancouver Maritime Museum

http://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/16.03-Waterfront-Data-GSA.pdf
http://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/16.03-Waterfront-Data-GSA.pdf
http://georgiastrait.org/work/waterfront-initiative/waters-edge-day/


TANKERS & SPILLS
Hard work bearing fruit has characterized our Tankers 
& Spills work this year. After years of advocacy, both the 
provincial and federal governments are recognizing the need 
for greater accountability and community involvement in 
oil spill planning and response—and our work is now about 
follow through, ensuring that policy reforms are as strong as 
they can be. 

As we entered the critical final year of the Kinder Morgan re-
view, we won a new opportunity for the public to have their 
say, and every day the momentum to stop this risky project 
and to choose a different future for our region is growing. To-
gether, we are helping to protect coastal communities and the 
Strait of Georgia from the threat of oil spills and from the risks 
inherent in new fossil fuel projects that threaten our province 
and its waters.

OVER THE PAST YEAR, WE HAVE:
• Won motion A4, which calls for strengthened local oil spill 

preparedness and greater involvement from communities 
in federal and provincial oil spill planning. The motion 
was passed unanimously at the Union of BC Municipalities 
Convention in September 2015. This victory built on 
work throughout the year to support the resolution being 
passed first by the City of Vancouver, and then at the 
Lower Mainland Local Government Association.

• Helped to ensure the Prime Minister kept his promise to 
strengthen the Kinder Morgan review process by coor-
dinating an open letter with 100 signatories requesting 
the Prime Minister follow through on his campaign trail 
commitment to redo the Kinder Morgan pipeline review. 
We also commissioned independent polling that revealed 
68 per cent of BC residents expected the Prime Minister to 
follow through on that election promise; and we created 
a suite of tools that easily allowed the public to call on the 
Prime Minister to strengthen the Kinder Morgan review.

• Shaped the development of new spill response laws for 
BC. Politicians drew on our expertise and briefing mate-
rials as they debated the bill in the Legislature, and our 
constructive criticism of the new law impacted the pub-
lic conversation through an op-ed in a major provincial 
newspaper.

• Succeeded in making the Kinder Morgan pipeline expan-
sion a vote-determining issue in the federal election, by 
engaging candidates in coastal ridings with a survey about 
their views on the review process, and by providing voters 

Victory! BC’s local governments 
voted unanimously for stronger 

community oil spill preparedness
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http://georgiastrait.org/2015/09/a-big-win-for-stronger-local-spill-preparedness/
http://georgiastrait.org/2016/01/pipeline-review-overhaul-what-does-it-mean-for-kinder-morgan/
http://georgiastrait.org/2016/01/pipeline-review-overhaul-what-does-it-mean-for-kinder-morgan/
http://georgiastrait.org/press/100-groups-call-on-trudeau-to-stop-pipeline-reviews-before-paris-climate-talks/
http://georgiastrait.org/press/new-poll-shows-majority-of-british-columbians-want-kinder-morgan-review-halted/
http://vancouversun.com/opinion/opinion-is-b-c-s-new-spill-response-law-really-world-leading?__lsa=1c5f-e0fb
http://georgiastrait.org/election-2015-vote-for-the-coast/election-2015-candidate-survey/


with information on their candidates’ views on key 
coastal issues. Thirty-five federal candidates responded 
to our survey, 12 of whom were elected.

• Testified to the National Energy Board. In Georgia 
Strait Alliance’s role as an official intervenor, we submit-
ted a final written argument and gave oral testimony 
directly to panel members. Our case demonstrated the 
lack of preparedness for additional oil spill risks that 
are associated with Kinder Morgan’s pipeline expansion 
project, and showed that the project carries unjustifi-
able impacts on the endangered southern resident killer 
whale population.

• Demonstrated the risk of a spill to communities along 
the Georgia Strait by publishing research reports show-
ing the impact of an oil spill on BC coastal communities 
(Oil Spills in your Backyard), and on oil spill response 
policy (A Voice for Coastal Communities in Marine Oil 
Spill Preparedness); and by organizing a workshop, 
led by world-renowned oil spill expert Dr. Riki Ott, on 
the public health impacts associated with oil spills and 
response gaps in the wake of the Marathassa spill in 
English Bay.

OCEAN LITERACY
An important part of what we do is outreach that engages 
and connects our messages with communities around the 
region. Our impact and our ability to discuss key issues of 
concern broadens as we leverage platforms that range from 
digital to news media to in-person speaking opportunities, 
and we are proud to be bringing new stewards who want to 
protect the Strait into our initiatives.

OVER THE PAST YEAR, WE HAVE: 
• Partnered with the Vancouver Festival of Ocean Films to 

bring hundreds of film and ocean lovers together to cel-
ebrate our oceans and to reflect on the global issues that 
our waters currently face.

• Presented at events throughout the region, including 
the Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference in Vancouver and to 
Vancouver high school students in their law class.

• Co-hosted an evening with the SeaDoc Society’s Dr. Joe 
Gaydos, who spoke about his new book: The Salish Sea: 
Jewel of the Pacific.

• Led shoreline clean ups in Nanaimo at Swy-A-Lana 
Lagoon, and in Richmond at Iona Park in partnership with 
RBC employees.
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http://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/2016-01-08b-GSA-final-argument-re-TMX.pdf
http://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/GSA-oral-final-argument-KM-NEB.pdf
https://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Coastal-communities-and-marine-oil-spills-web.pdf
https://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Coastal-communities-and-marine-oil-spills-web.pdf
https://georgiastrait.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Coastal-communities-and-marine-oil-spills-web.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Vancouver-Festival-of-Ocean-Films-104392054093/?fref=ts
http://www.wwu.edu/salishseaconference/sessionDesc.shtml#ops-aoc


Our initiatives at gaining protection for the most vulnera-
ble species are woven throughout many of our programs. 
We focus our efforts on ensuring the devastating impacts of 
pollution, such as oil spills of all sizes, are mitigated and that 
increasing threats from catastrophic spills are avoided. 

This past year, we also continued to deepen our partnerships 
by working with scientists and communities to better under-
stand the growing pollution risks to orcas and other species at 
risk, and to identify concrete solutions to contaminants that 
threaten the environment of marine mammals. 

In addition, we continued to raise concerns about the region’s 
growing shipping traffic that is pushing at risk species to the 
brink of extinction, particularly the endangered southern resi-
dent orca whose population currently totals 84. Unfortunately, 
there continues to be no effective leadership plan from the 
government that would balance economic interests with the 
health of local ocean residents, which means we’ll continue to 
engage and advocate for action plans that will make a differ-
ence to at-risk species.

SPECIES PROTECTION
OVER THE PAST YEAR, WE HAVE:
• Participated in the preliminary environmental review 

process on the proposed expansion of the Roberts Bank 
Terminal 2 project, with a particular focus on raising 
issues of concern about the project’s impacts on southern 
resident orcas.

• Celebrated four southern resident baby orcas and a rise 
in the number of this population to 84.

• Collaborated with the Vancouver Aquarium’s Ocean 
Pollution Research Program to co-host a cross-section of 
scientists, academics, non-profits and managers to identi-
fy solutions to ocean contaminants that impact our at-risk 
marine mammals.

• Re-engaged with our partners on efforts to have the 
National Marine Conservation Area in the Southern Strait 
of Georgia formally created.

Find us on your digital channels!
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https://www.vanaqua.org/act/research/ocean-pollution-research-program
https://www.vanaqua.org/act/research/ocean-pollution-research-program
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/progs/amnc-nmca/pr-sp/index.aspx
https://instagram.com/georgiastraitbc/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Georgia-Strait-Alliance/179165822116681
http://twitter.com/GeorgiaStraitBC


Thank you for your support
As an independent and charitable society, Georgia Strait Alliance depends on your support to continue working to protect 
and restore our coastal waters, our marine life, and our coastal communities. Each year, funding for our programs comes 
from a variety of sources, including grants and donations. We are honoured to have your support. Thank you! 

The list below includes grants, partnership contributions, donations and gifts in-kind during our 2015/16 fiscal year. We 
apologize if there are any errors or omissions; please let us know if you find any.

SUSTAINERS ($25,000 or more)
Estate of J. J. Burgerjon, Gaming Policy 
and Enforcement Branch - Licensing 
and Grants Division, Global Greengrants 
Fund, New Venture Fund, Threshold 
Foundation, Vancouver Foundation.

GUARDIANS ($10,000 – $24,999)
Anonymous (1), Boag Foundation, The 
Bullitt Foundation, Eden Conservation 
Trust, Government Of Canada, The 
Schad Foundation, Sitka Foundation, 
Vancouver Aquarium, Victoria Foun-
dation.

RESTORERS ($5,000 – $9,999)
The McLean Foundation, Microsoft, 
MEC, RBC, Renewal Partners, Schein 
Foundation, ScotiaMcLeod-Bulmer 
Investment Group, TELUS Corpora-
tion, Fei and Milton K. Wong Family 
Foundation.

NAVIGATORS ($1,000 – $4,999)
Anonymous (1), Barbara Blouin, Cath-
erine Boshaw, Boldt Communications 
Inc., The Brainerd Foundation, Don 
Bulmer, Canada Metal Pacific Ltd., Mike 
Cormack, Deep Cove Canoe & Kayak 
Center Ltd., Denman Island Chocolate 
Ltd., Dolphin Insurance Services Inc., 
Kathy Fletcher and Ken Weiner, Julie 

Gardner and Dan Moore, Mike Grace 
Mortgage Professionals, Goudge Family 
Foundation, Michael Green Architecture 
Inc., Harbour City Bingo Inc., Helijet 
International Inc., Estate of Kathryn 
Ingrid Hill, Joscelyn Hurst, Don John-
son, Mel McDonald, Carol Newell, One 
Ocean Expeditions, Peter Raab, David 
Short, Renewal Funds Management 
Company, Science World, Patricia and 
Steve Strand, SunCruiser, Mike Waites, 
Charlie and Theresa Walters, Robert 
and Audrey Wild.

MARINERS ($500 – $999)
Gary and Maureen Anaka, Aqueduct 
Foundation, BC Coast Pilots Ltd., Joyce 
Berry, Beverly Corners Liquor Store, 
Linda Cole, Anne-Marie Dekker, Lyn 
Farquharson, Feathercraft Products 
Ltd., Brenda Gaertner, Stephen and 
Janet Gray, Jane Harper, Richard Hill, 
Gordon Horner, Lawrence and Sheila 
Jones, Marjorie Kamp, Lisa Osoba and 
F. Matthew Kirchner, Walton Langford, 
Anne Murray, Lilian Olljum, Malcolm 
Pratt, John and Kim Rich, Roundhouse 
Radio, Peter and Debra Simmons, 
Deborah Simpson, Ron and Michael 
Steele, Alan and Linda Thomson, Alan 
Thornett, Tides Canada Foundation, 
Bob Turner, Brad Zumwalt.

STEWARDS ($250 – $499)
Patricia Ajello, Jessica Alford, Brian 
Anderson, Anonymous (2), Harvey Arm-
strong, Benjamin Baranko, Susan Bart-
lett, Boating Ontario Association, Linda 
and Peter Booler, Peter Bowen-Roberts, 
Harley Rothstein and Eleanor Boyle, 
Randy Burke, Tom Cameron, John 
and Sharon Cashore, Steve and Joan 
Cellik, Ken Coach, Joseph Connors, 
Karen Cooling, Marisa Cruickshank, 
Trallee Dun, Michael and Alison Dyson, 
Alison Fitzgerald, Joan Fowler, Capt. 
Doug Gayton, Maegen Giltrow, Norman 
and Julie Gleadow, Eve Grenon-Lafon-
taine, Jean-Michel Hanssens, Jennifer 
and Jon Healey, William and Karyn 
Henwood, Rosemary Hoare, Leslie 
Hoffman, Tammy Hudgeon and Ode 
Howard, Catherine and John Howard, 
Timothy Huntsman, Bruce Izard, Don-
ald Smardon and Vivian Johnson, Tim 
Kempe, Marilynn King, Judith Kirchner, 
Kim LeDuc, Alan Lewis, Pacific Yachting 
Magazine, Alice Brown and Hilary Man-
del, Virginia Mathers, Susan Mielke, Bob 
Brett and Jane Millen, Bob and Cornelia 
Peever, Shaena Lambert and Bob Pen-
ner, Celia Pidduck, David Pinel, Rose-
mary Plummer, Susan Pond, James 
and Allison Prentice, Sohlea Rico, Robin 
Roots, Mary Russell, Jayce Salloum, 

2016 ANNUAL REPORT | 9

As a grassroots organization, 
Georgia Strait Alliance 

relies on the engagement of 
members like you for 

its success

Photo: Hilary Mandel



Paul and Susan Scanlon, Kathryn and 
Philip Schneider, Suzanne and Craig 
Siemens, Ruth and Rob Simons, Gene-
vieve Singleton, Melinda Skeels, Kristin 
Sonstebo, Robert Southcott, Judith Ste-
venson, T.D. Friends of the Environment 
Foundation, Gordon Thompson, Vancity 
4th Ave. Community Branch, Patagonia 
Vancouver, Christianne Wilhelmson and 
John Webber, Bob and Judy Weeden, 
Karen Weiner, Joan Merrifield and Cathy 
Welch,  West Coast Expeditions, West 
Vancouver Yacht Club, White Rock Har-
bour Board, Anita and Peter Wilhelmson, 
Penny Gibbs and John Willett, Laurie 
MacBride and Alan Wilson, George and 
Monika Winn, David Wiseman, Meredith 
and Ron Woodward, Eileen Wttewaall.

FRIENDS (up to $249)
Catherine Jackson and Anthony Abra-
hams, Elizabeth Adam, Lillian Adams, 
Sharon Adelman, Lynda Alfreds, John 
Allegretti, Petra Allen, Mary Catherine 
Alpaugh, Lynne Marie and Charles Alton, 
Andrea Carol Anderson, Glenda Ander-
son, Jennifer Anderson, Michele Ander-
son, Anonymous (34), Saul and Penny 
Arbess, Ivan Askgaard, Protection Island 
Neighbourhood Assoc., William Azaroff, 

Susan Young and David Babbit, 
Matthew Bacon, Patricia Badcock, 
John Baker, Uprising Breads Bakery, 
Dario Baldasso, Patrick Barber, Leon 
and Sheila Bard, Morris Barer, Derek 
and Jennifer Barrio, Robert and Birgit 
Bateman, Michelle Baudais, B.C. Provin-
cial Employees Community Services 
Fund, Ethical Bean, Trudy and Jim Bea-
ton, Jackie Lynn Bell, Duncan Bell-Ir-
ving, Moira Berg, Tammi and Jason 
Bergeron, Lorne Berman, Kathleen 
Bibbs, Wing Wan and Tyler Black, Lynn 
Blackwell, Blue Sea Philanthropy, Patri-
cia Boham, Karin Boisclair-Joly, Lesli 
Boldt, Susan and Dave Bonar, Kenneth 
and Joan Bond, Ann Bonkowski, Cathy 
Booler, Roy Borthwick, Elisabeth Bosher, 
Bob Bossin, Dan Bowditch, Jane Dyson 
and Doug Brackman, Janet Fairbanks 
and Wayne Bradley, David Brailey, Bruce 
Brandhorst, Latifah Brett, Barbara Brey, 
Elizabeth Brooks, Yvonne Brosz-DeFoor, 
Bronwyn Brown, David R. Brown, Leslie 
Brown, Nancy and Hugh Brown, Eleanor 
Brownlee, Mark and Cathy de Bruijn, 
Alana Buchanan, Steven Bull, Janet 
Bulman, Donald Byres, Sharon and Gary 
Bywater, Annabell Cameron, Marilyn 
Campbell, Derek Capitaine, Kara Capu-

to, Ron Holmes and Sylvia Carriere, Julie 
Johnston and Peter Carter, Doug and 
Michele Catley, Roberta Cenedese, Kyle 
Chailler, Cheryl Chatterton, Jan Chava-
rie, Maggi Cheetham, Jody Cherry, Ed-
ward Chessor, Laura Chessor, Jennette 
Child, Roger Chilton, Shareen Chin, John 
Chislett, Glen Christensen, Lorne Chris-
tensen, Peter Christensen, Anne-Mareike 
Chu, Toni Chubb, Liz Ciocea, Laurel Cir-
cle, Ellen M. Clancy, Bruce Clark, Russell 
Clarke, Paul Clegg, Tim & Linda Clegg, 
Josie Clement, Keith Cloete, Norman 
and Betty Coe, Patricia Coldren, Tim 
Collins, Nicholas and Janet Cooke, Eli-
nore Harwood and Gary Cork, Rosemary 
Cornell, Don Cornish, Barnie Cowan, 

A manageable monthly gift adds up to huge 
support for Georgia Strait Alliance’s programs

2016 ANNUAL REPORT | 10

Flotilla participants at Ladysmith’s ‘Concern for Our Harbour Rally’. Photo: Michelle Young



Deryck Cowling, David Cramb, Nicholas 
Cristoveanu, Terence Crockett, Warren 
Cronan, Marion Cumming, Andrew Cu-
pido, Sallie and Leslie Dabb, Ryan Daley, 
Taannia Dancer, Miranda Brown and Kim 
Darwin, Jillian Dashwood, Shannon 
Daub, Susanne Daviau, Brad Davies, 
Noreen Davies, Talica Davies, Dirk Davis, 
Tabitha Davis, Kurstin Decker, Diane 
Defalco, Aline Demoulin, Reiner Derdau, 
Bonnie and Laurie Derrien, Bill and Bar-
bara Dexter, Leslie Dickout, Lawrence 
Dill, Lorenzo Distefano, Olgierd Dobros-
tanski, Joan Nicholson and Debra 
Dodge, Mary Doherty, William Doherty, 
Ryszard Dolecki, Paul Fletcher and Sue 
Donaldson, Charles and Gloria Dor-
worth, Dian and Jim Dougan, Alison 
Douglas, Laura Doyle, Carson Drayson, 
Dorothy Drope, Larry and Cathy DuBois, 
Christopher Duckett, Marcella Dunbar, 
Dawn Dunphy, Catherine Slater and 
Johnny Dunstan, Raymond Eagle, Rae 
Eckel, Ekses Consulting Inc., Frank and 
Mary Jane Elkins, Peter Elliott, Joann 
Bessler and Dan Emerson, Kathleen 
Emerson, Rosemary Enpwisle, Nory 
Esteban, Karen and Arthur Etheridge, 
Barbara & William Evans, Norman C.S. 
Evans, Tammy Theresa Evans, Priscilla 
Ewbank, Terron Falk, Jennifer Farr, Lau-
ren Fegan, Arlene Feke, Shannon Fenske, 
Alexander Ferguson, Tracy Ferreira, Noni 
Fidler, Gloria Filax, June Fitchett, Dora 
Fitzgerald, Inge Fleet, John Binns and 

Julie Fleetwood, Chris Fletcher, Susan 
and Harold Fletcher, Marian Folinskee, 
Lance Follett, Ruth Foster, Wendy and 
Bob Francis, Diana Franklin, Louise Fra-
ser, Margaret Fraser, Ross and Judy 
Fraser, Stirling Fraser, Neil Frazer, Liz 
Freyman, Dorte and Thor Froslev, Mela-
nie Fugard, Colin Gabelmann, Chantal 
Gagne, The Late Carolyn Gahr, Gerry and 
Carolyn Gailey, Rupert Gale, Michael 
Galloway, Gaye Gardiner, Ian Gartshore, 
Linda Gilkeson, Diane Sharp and Ber-
trand Girard, Kat MacVeagh and Ed Gis-
ler, Mary Glen, Sharon Godkin, Ilan 
Goldenblatt, Neil Goldsmith, Don and 
Lisa Gordon, Joe Gormley, Harvey Gra-
ham, Joanne and David Graham, Alison 
Graves, Thomas Gray, Jemma Green, 
Larry Greenwood, Suzanne Gregory, 
Diane Grenon, Baker & Grigg, Gary Groff, 
Christine and Gerhard Gross, Dianne 
Gudmanz, Andrew Guilbride, Samantha 
Hackett, Thomas Hackney, Terence 
Hale, Eileen Hall, Ellie Hallman, Kath-
leen Hamilton, Bernard Hanby, Christl 
and Neil Hansen, Marilyn Hansen, Jo-
anne Haramia, Rick and Heather Harbo, 
The Harbour Chandler Ltd.(Nanaimo), 
Ian and Gwen Bailey and Lillian Harding, 
Gwen Hardy, Judith Harper, Janine Har-
ris, Elizabeth Harrison, Eric Hartley, 
Susan Hartwell, Travis Hawton, Debbie 

Haynes, Kathleen Woodley and Bill 
Heidrick, Art Hein, Kathy Heise, May 
Henderson, Jennifer Henry, Manfred 
Hensel, Lisa Herman, John Higginboth-
am, David Hill, John Hill, Rev. Helen Hill, 
Simon Hill, Amy Hilton, Julie Hobart, 
Cam Hobson, Sonny and Ann Hockey, 
Brenda Hodson, Joy Hofer, Dorothea 
Hoffman, Donna Martin and Michael 
Hogan, Trena Hollands, Michael Holmes, 
Peter Holmes, Merydth Holte-McKenzie, 
Andrew Holtz, Egon Holzwarth, Theresa 
Hood, Madeline Hope, Janis Horrell, 
Marlyn Horsdal, Barbara Hourston, Float 
House, Linda Housser, Carsten Huber, K. 
Hudson, Louis Lapi and Gail Hudson, Al 
and Barbara Hunter, Janet Hunter, A. T. 
David Hutchings, Michelle Huynh, Nan-
cy, Maurice and Florence Van  Im-
schoot-Brown, Steve Ingold, Richard 
Jack, Joan and Terrance James, Ian 
Jarvis, Myron Jespersen, Richard John-
son, Barbara Johnston, Marilyn Metcalf 
and Bruce Joiner, Kari Jones, Susan and 
David Jones, Barbara Jullai, Jenifer 
Kadler, Opreet Kang, Mary and Greg 
Keel, Gloria Kelly, Kel Kelly, A Jessie Kerr, 
Peter Kerr, Roman Kiefer, Alexandra 
King, Carillon Kinley, Sherry Kirkvold, 
Jessica and Joe Klein, Alison Knowles, 
Angelika Koch, Carol Kopp, Arlene Kro-
pp, Lynn Krupa, Ted Kuntz, Stephanie 

Special thanks to those of you who 
gathered with us to celebrate Georgia 

Strait Alliance’s 25th birthday
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Guests at the birthday party hosted by Brenda Gaertner. Photo: Michelle Young



Lafazanos, Luc Lafontaine, Juliette and 
Rick Laing, Niko Laing, Ryan Laing, 
Maeve Lalor, Cheri Lamb, Mary Ann 
Lammersen, Patricia McMahon and 
John Lancaster, Tim Lander, David Lane, 
Oliver Lane, Julia Langton, Marianne 
Larsen, Sandra Larson, Robert Zacharias 
and Lisa Lasagna, Elaine and Michael 
Laughlin, Whitney Laughlin, Jean Michel 
Lauzon, Ron Carter and Lara Lauzon, 
Charles Law, L.D.E. Telecommunications 
4277678 Canada Inc., Judy Lea, Deborah 
Leach, Tim Leadam, Anna Leather, Lulu 
and John Leathley, Vanessa LeBourdais, 
Shirley LeBrasseur, Janice Leclerc, Jill 
Lee, Susan Leibik, Catherine Lewis, 

Hannah Lewis, J. Lindberg, Adrienne 
Linder, Bruce Livingston, Ursula Living-
ston, Kyle and Katie Loring, Karl Losken, 
Jan Lovewell,  Lush Fresh Handmade 
Cosmetics, Diana Lyon, Patricia and 
Munro Mabey, Candice Morgan and Ian 
MacDonald, Macgregor Yacht Club, Ron 
MacIsaac, Sheila Macpherson, Judy 
Racher and Harold Macy, Eleanor Mae, 
Kim Mailey, United Way Of Lower Main-
land, Lyn Makepeace, Margaret David-
son and Boswell Malcolm, Sheila Malcol-
mson, Brian Mallory, Alexandra and 
John Mancini, Louise Mangan, Jim and 
Eva Manly, Sheila Mannell, Nesters Mar-
ket, Kate Marsh, Dorit Mason, Stuart 
Masterman, Ruth Masters, Janos and 
Noni Mate, Lisa Matthaus, Al and Dell 
Maxwell, Joanne McAdie, Jennifer Mc-
Caffrey, The Late Renie McCallum, 

Sheila McConnell, Janet McDonald, 
Laurie & Gordon McDonald, Sha-

ron McGeorge, Janet and John 
McGuinty, Jacqueline and 

Kevin McGuire, Lois McKay, 
Elizabeth McKeown, Dun-

can and Jenny McLean, 
Janis McLean, S. Mc-
Leish, Christina McLeod, 
B r e n d a  M c L u h a n , 
Thomas McPherson, 
Judith and Henry Mc-
Phie, Deborah McVittie, 

Robert McWilliam, Emira Mears, Roberta 
Meilleur, Jack Merrell, Diana Merry, 
Heather Mersey, Ashley Miller, David 
Miller, Donna Barreca and David Miller, 
Joan Miller, Mary Miller, Ruth Miller, 
Scott Miller, Sharon Miller, Susan Miller, 
Frank and Wendy Mitchell, Julia Mitchell, 
Joanne and Richard Moe, Faye Mo-
gensen, Gillian Moll, Regina Montag, 
Michaela Montaner, Lana Montgomery, 
Lester Quitzau and Mae Moore, Michael 
and Samantha Moore, Pippa and David 
Moore, Patricia Morgan, Robert P. Mor-
gan, Doran Doyle and Kate Mortimer, 
Betty Morton, Norma Morton, Mount 
Brenton Power and Sail Squadron, Arla 
Jean Murch, Kelly Murray, Museum of 
Anthropology, James Alton and Horten-
sa Nawatzki, Mary Neal, Maria Necchi, 
Catherine Waddell and Jerry Neigel, 
Therese Neufeld, Chris Newman, Ken 
and Joan Newman, Anne Ngan, Thomas 
Nichols, Ib Nielsen, Kosuke Nishio, Pa-
tricia Nordin, Joan Nott, Judy Nowak, 
Caryl-lee Obrecht, Geoff Meggs and Jan 
O’Brien, Fritzi Olson, Trevor Olson, Trev-
or Orsztynowicz, David Osborne, Marie 
O’Shaughnessy, Riki Ott, Tiffany Ottahal, 
Diana Paige, Laurie Parkinson, John 
Pass, Laura and Guy Patrick, Howard 
Pattinson, Paul Paul, John Peacey, Jac-
quie Pearce, Kathleen Pearson, Larry 
MacDonald and Sandra Pentland, Sher-
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Lifetime GSA member Louis Vallee and Shelter Island Marina’s Wendy 
Burnett at the Vancouver International Boat Show. Photo: Michelle Young

RBC volunteers do their part at the beach clean-up in Nanaimo. Photo: Cheryl Onciul



ry Peterson, Fay Pettapiece, Elaine 
Moore and Mike Philcox, Lucille and 
Roger Phillippe, Alexandra Phizicky, 
Francis Piche, Lisa Pierce, Michael Pil-
grim, Evelyn Pinkerton, Cesar Porras, 
Jeff DeVries and Marcy Prior, David 
Prud’Homme, Brenda Purcell, Joanna 
Qureshi, David Radick, Ellen Rainwalker, 
Gayle Ramsden, Carol Ranger, Ilze 
Raudzins, Lyn Rawlinson, Cheryl and 
Blair Redquest, Dennis C. Reid, Ian Reid, 
Jennifer Reimer, Wendy and Donald 
Reimer, Dirk Huysman and Mary Rich-
ards, Brian Riddell, Marja Riihijarvi, Elise 
Roberts, Brian Robertson, Denice Rob-
ertson, Alexander Robinson, Steve Rob-
inson, Phyllis Robson, Frank Rogers, J. 
Rogers, Susan Roper, Jordan Rosenfeld, 
Marty Ross, Michael Wilhelmson and 
Leanne Ross, Howard and Bram Ross-
man, Susan French and Tom Rowe, 
Anita Roy, Marcelle Roy, Harriet Ruegge-
berg, Salesforce Foundation, Emerentia 
and Bruce Sampson, Laura Sanborg, 
Amy Nelson and Mike Sato, Allison 
Schein, Jill Schroder, Dave Schroeder, 
Abby Schwarz, Linda Hill and John Scull, 
Semperviva Yoga, Richard Sevenich, R. 
Clark Munro and Elizabeth Shannon, 
Joyce and Peter Sharpe, Linda Shattuck, 
Monique Shebbeare, Shaun Shelen-
gosky, James Shelton, W. Sherwin, Frank 
and June Shoemaker, Roderick Shool-

braid, Neil and Patricia Shuttleworth, 
Kathy Shynkaryk, Trevor and Lianne 
Shyry, Jaap Siekman, Kristen Siemens, 
Dale Simonson, Courtney Simpson, 
Pamela Sinclair, James Skwarok, Vivian 
Sorensen and Dale Slattery, Cheryl On-
ciul and Rod Smith, Michael Smith, 
Robin Smith, Kimberly Snider, Eric Van 
Soeren, Kathleen Sogge, Lee and Eliza-
beth Sollitt, Louise Solomon, John 
Schreiber and Marne St. Claire, Karen 
Stackaruk, Jean and Michael Stahnke, 
Ann Stampfl, Sara Steil, Linda Stein, 
Kelly Stephens, Howard Stewart, Jillian 
Stewart, Kim St.-Georges, Howard Stiff, 
Harold Stirland, Robert and Janet Stob-
ie, Sandra Stokmo, C.F. O’Brien Storey, 
R.B. Stout, Hally Swift and Eric Strand-
berg, Margaret Stronge, Colin Struthers, 
Kim Stubblefield, Cathy Sturgeon, Hu-
bertus Surm, Jacqueline Sutton, Terence 
Swean, Shauna Sylvester, Sheila Haw-
kins and Keith Symon, George and Ali-
son Szanto, Dianna Talbot, Fabio D. Ta-
vares, Tavola, Liisa Tella, Scot Tempesta, 
Frank Tester, Arnie Thomlinson, Bonnie 
and Blair Thompson, Ron Peterson and 
Penny Tilby, The Late Marti Tilley, Doro-
thy and David Torontow, Wendy De Trey, 
Gina Tupper, John Tyler, Ann Clayson 
and Marjorie Urquhart, Adrienne Uy, 
Kathleen Vance, Christine Vanderree, 
Anneke and Peter Vankerkoerle, Joan 

Varley, Praveen Varshney, Joyce Van 
Veenendaal, Ute Venus, Pamela and 
Andrew Vest, Jana Veverka, Victoria 
Power and Sail Squadron, Jonathan 
Hanvelt and Karina Villada, Ethan Vilu, 
Rebecca Vincent, John Vissers, Leifka 
Vissers, Carole Waddell, Lois Wakelin, 
Peter Walford, Brenda Wall, Rory Wal-
lace, Sheila Wallace, Glen and Andrea 
Ward, Ted Wong and Heather Wardle, 
Harry Warner, Steve Warnert, Paddy and 
Ian Waymark, Roger Webber, Roy Millen 
and Ruth Webber, Katherine Weber, 
Debra Weikum, Janet Weiten, Marcie 
and Robert Welsh, Caroline von Westarp, 
Greg White, Scott White, White Spot 
(Kerrisdale), Susan Whitton, Jayna 
Wiewiorowski, Camille Wilhelmson, 
Gordon and Annie Wilkinson, Rosemary 
Williams, Christy Wilson, Edward Wilson, 
Germaine Wilson, Shirley Winbourne, 
Nina Winham, Manfred Winter, Ingrid 
Witvoet, Marcia Wolter, Phyllis Wood, 
Sandra and Philip Wood, Audrey Wood-
ward, Amanda Zaikow and Dillon Worth-
en, Donald Munro and Alison Wright, 
Irene Wright, Jean Wyenberg, Josephine 
Yard, Linda Yauk, Michelle Young, Yufeng 
Zhang and Mike Yuan, Lorna Zaback, 
Veronica Zehntner, Pamela Zevit, Ce-
leste Zimmer.

You make it all happen!
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Participants at Water’s Edge Day in October.
Photo: Deborah Jones



2016 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
Year ended March 31, 2016

In-Kind Contributions

In addition to the revenue above, GSA received 
an estimated value of $18,066 in donated 
goods and services and $38,200 in volunteer 
time during the year ended March 31, 2016 for 
a total of $56,266.

The above report is a summary only and not intended to reflect the complete financial status of the Georgia Strait Alliance. Mem-
bers who wish to receive the full financial statements should contact our Nanaimo office at 250-753-3459.

Financial Position as of March 31, 2016

Current Assets  $910,140 
(includes bequeathed land held for resale of $552,350)
Long-term Investment       67,010  
Capital Assets       22,337   
Payables & Accruals  (337,182)
(includes half of land held for resale due to another charity 
upon sale)
Deferred Contributions                  (313,341)  
  
NET ASSETS                          $348,964 

Annual Report © Georgia Strait Alliance 2016. 
No part of this publication can be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior 
written consent of Georgia Strait Alliance, except for personal use or not-for-profit educational purposes and with full attribution to GSA. 

Grants   49.06%
$295,591

Donations & memberships   35.82%
$215,809

BC Gaming   10.71%
$64,546

Events, services, sales & interest   4.41% 
$26,545

Revenues: $602,491

 

Programs   80.27% 
$467,256

Admin & fundraising   16.04%
$ 93,358 

Amortization   3.40%
$19,763

Unrealized loss on endowment fund   0.29% 
$1,697

Expenses: $582, 074


